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School Environment Policy 

 
Introduction 
1.1      The core purpose of our school, reflected in our aims statement, is to ensure the best             possible education and pastoral provision for our children, enabling them to be highly successful learners, to achieve their full academic potential, and to experience high levels of emotional and physical well-being. Our school provides the environment where this vision becomes reality. The quality of that environment, and the extent to which it is conducive to effective learning, is of the utmost importance. 
1.2       By the term ‘environment’, this policy refers to the physical environment, inside and outside the school buildings, including rooms, corridors, offices, play areas and open spaces, and embraces the furniture, facilities, resources and displays. The term also, however, should be taken to refer to the ‘climate’ of the school in which children have to live and learn: the ‘atmosphere’ and mood of the school, brought about as much by interpersonal relationships and the way we treat each other, as by the physical environment. The school environment should be conducive to excellent personal, social and emotional development, for adults and children alike, as well as enabling good academic achievement. 
 
Aims and objectives 
2.1 	Our aim is to provide and maintain a school environment which will: 
· contribute positively to the learning, well-being, attitudes, behaviour and motivation of our children;  
· provide a safe and stimulating learning environment;  
· enable children to make maximum use of the opportunities provided by both the grounds and buildings of the school; 
· provide a safe, comfortable and motivating place of work for all our staff; 
· be attractive and impressive to visitors; 
· reflect our aims statement, and our values of care and respect towards each other and our school.  
 
Indoor environment 
3.1 	All teachers take responsibility to ensure that their classroom is an attractive, stimulating and well resourced place in which to learn. The purposes of providing a stimulating classroom environment are: 
· to engage the children and promote interest and motivation; 
· to support learning in the topics being studied; 
· to show appreciation of the work and effort of all pupils; 
· to recognise excellent work and help to promote high standards. 
3.2 Displays that reflect the themes currently being studied by the pupils. Displays should not only be relevant and attractive, but should also aim to be as interactive as possible and to model good standards of work. This means that children will be encouraged to look at the displays and make use of the information to be found there. Displays will be changed and refreshed regularly, and link to the work being undertaken in the classroom. 
3.3 As well as showcasing the pupils’ finished work, displays should also show work and learning in progress. ‘Working walls’ are a common feature of our classrooms, where methods and learning strategies can be demonstrated. 
3.4 Providing a safe environment is of paramount importance, and all teachers give due regard to the Health and Safety Policy when organising their classrooms. For example, tears to carpets or faulty electrical fittings, heaters, etc. are reported immediately. Classrooms are cleaned each day and we ensure that the children have a clean, safe and welcoming place in which to learn. 
3.5 In all that we do, we strive to engender positive attitudes towards the environment. This means that we teach the children to have respect for the equipment and facilities in the school, and to play their part in looking after their classroom and the environment in general. Staff and children are expected to leave classrooms in a neat and tidy condition. No litter will be left on the floor and all equipment will be put away in the appropriate place. Each child has a drawer to keep books and equipment in. The children are expected to take responsibility for looking after their own equipment, collecting it at the start of lessons and putting it away at the end. 
3.6 Each class has a Locker Area, where the children can keep their coats, PE kit and other bulky equipment. Any valuables should be given to the class teacher for safekeeping. 
3.7 The appearance of our entrance foyer is very important, as it creates the first impression of the school for all visitors. We ensure that this area reflects the school's ethos and high expectations. There is an achievement area here which displays the awards earned by the school, such as sports trophies or academic certificates. There will be an area for newspaper cuttings that reflect the importance attached to the school by the community. There are photographic displays with the portraits and names of all members of staff in our school, regular adult volunteer workers, including the governors, and members of the School Council. This recognises the contribution of all those who give time to the school, and helps to develop a sense of teamwork. 
 
The outdoor environment 
4.1 	Research shows that the outdoor environment and the school grounds have a significant effect on children’s well-being and motivation towards their school. This is the one external environment to which all children have regular access, and for some of our children, may provide the only regular experience of the outdoors. It can provide unique experiences, opportunities and resources for teaching and learning in a safe and supervised external environment. It can be a stimulating and enjoyable place for both work and play. 
4.2       While learning and playing in the outdoor environment is important for all age groups in our school, it is particularly vital for our youngest children (see our Early Years Foundation Stage Policy). Our Reception Class has constant access to their ‘outdoor classroom’, which is organised by EYFS staff into high quality, well resourced learning spaces. With the 
right protective clothing, learning in the outdoors is not just a fine weather activity, in our school. Similar, frequent access to learning outdoors is also made available to Year 1. 
4.3 	We believe that the outdoor environment provides the following benefits to all pupils. It can: 
· enrich all areas of the curriculum, by providing a unique and varied context for learning; 
· stimulate motivation and curiosity, encourage creativity and help pupils to develop a broad range of skills, competencies, knowledge and understanding; 
· create opportunities for pupils to increase their understanding of all features of their local environment and sustainable development; 
· decrease the incidence of inappropriate behaviour, bullying, damage and vandalism; 
· teach children to value and love the natural environment; 
· Afford opportunities for pupils to work together with adults for the common good, thus encouraging a sense of pride, ownership and responsibility. 
4.4 The outdoor environment is very important in providing opportunities to enrich the curriculum. For example, alongside a school governor the pupils are responsible for growing their own vegetables which will in then be used in the kitchen for our school meals. They research how plants grow through science and history, and write about it. They learn about the seed-to-seed cycle for science. They can also enjoy the visual and tactile appeal of these striking plants and some children have the opportunity to take home their vegetables. 
4.5 By using learning strategies that enable the children to make use of all their senses, we can appeal to all learning styles. It is easier to remember what you have heard, seen, touched, tasted and smelled. The outdoor environment enables teachers to make learning as practical and 'hands on' as possible. 
4.6 The school has planted raised beds, built a pond and developed a school garden. We have an area set aside for wildlife, designated as our ‘Conservation Area’, which includes a wild area. We grow vegetables and we have some fruit trees, which the children can monitor through the seasons. 
4.7 We endeavour to provide imaginative play areas for our children. Each playground has several pieces of equipment to stimulate play. There are a number of benches and tables provided for the children to use. The playgrounds are also marked out for a number of games, including netball and football.  
4.8 The field is used for a variety of games activities and is used by all children during their PE and games lessons, weather permitting. We encourage the children to use the field during the summer term at lunchtime, and at times in the other terms, but they are not allowed to go on the field during wet or inclement weather, for safety reasons and potential damage to shoes and clothing. The school does not allow the public to walk dogs on the school field. 
4.9 The grounds are maintained by a contractor employed by the school governors. The contractor provides a grass-cutting service, maintains the trees on the site and marks out the sports pitches. 
 
Health and safety 
5.1 	The governing body abides by the Education (School Premises) Regulations of 1999 (SI 
1999/2), in which standards are set regarding school premises for all decisions concerning 
The school environment. The health and safety of all who use the school are of paramount importance. The school also follows the guidance on health and safety matters, and it has adopted the relevant policy (see our Health, Safety and Welfare Policy). 
5.2 	The head teacher/health and safety lead (alongside premises manager) has the responsibility for carrying out risk assessments on all equipment and the general school environment. There is a designated governor with health and safety responsibility who liaises closely with school staff and regularly inspects the premises with the head teacher. The governing body will ask for regular reports from this governor and the head teacher about health and safety matters, including a record of what accidents have occurred in each term, and what safety inspections have been carried out. 
5.3 	Children will be supervised at all times when they are on the school premises during normal school hours, whether indoors or outdoors. The school will ensure particularly that there is adequate supervision of pupils before school, at break and lunch times, and after school, when they are using the playground and the school field. Children will not be allowed to use the wildlife area by the pond without proper adult supervision. 
 
Monitoring and review 
6.1 	The class teacher has the responsibility for maintaining a well ordered and tidy classroom. The school will ensure that the classrooms are cleaned on a daily basis during term time. 
6.2 	The school environment will be monitored by the head teacher as part of his or her daily duties. A report on the school environment will be presented to the governing body on an annual basis. 
6.3 	This policy will be reviewed by the governing body every three years or sooner if necessary. 
 
Signed: Masenya Do
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