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School Environmental Policy
	
MISSION AND VISION:
We envision our school to be eco-friendly and to educate our students about their immediate environment and be green conscious. 
AIMS: 
· To educate the students about their immediate environment.
· To impart knowledge on concepts of eco-systems.
· To involve the youth in efforts to preserve the environment.
· To create a clean and green consciousness among learners.
WHAT BEING A SUSTAINABLE SCHOOL MEANS TO US: 
We want to become a sustainable school because we want to educate the youth about conserving the environment. 
STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTING THE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY: 
Every year the policy must be reviewed and focus areas evaluated and possibly changed. 
Firstly an action team needs to be established: 
The Team: 
· Mrs Coordom (nee Willenberg): co-ordinator 
· Mrs Lamprecht (nee Jacobs): committee member 
· Mrs Prince: committee member 
· Mrs Alexander: committee member 
· Mrs Thompson (nee Williams): committee member 
Focus areas for 2024: 
Biodiversity network: 
· Start a garden for our schools feeding scheme. 
· A goal has been identified for the year of 2024, to plant 4 types of vegetables and harvest of the crop by the end of the year. 
· An audit has also been done with regards to the Garden and the plan of action. 
Production, Consumption & waste: 
· Continue to encourage waste management at our school. 
· Goal has been identified for the year of 2024, to have recycling bins placed in every classroom and in the office block. 
[bookmark: _Toc78192844]Declaration of Commitment and Vision
	“Our school is committed to the protection of the environment.  Our vision is to develop a culture within our school community that recognizes the shared responsibility to look after and sustain the environment we have. We envision our school to be eco-friendly and to educate our students about their immediate environment and be green conscious. 
We aim to educate the students about their immediate environment. To impart knowledge on concepts of eco-systems and involve the youth in efforts to preserve the environment and to create a clean and green consciousness among learners”. 






1. [bookmark: _Toc78192845]Resource Management:

1.1 [bookmark: _Toc78192846]Waste: 
To achieve our vision, we will strive to continue to collect paper for recycling, our goal for the future is to add other recyclable materials to our recycling. 
· Every class should have a recycling bin for all of their white paper that will be used for recycling. 
· That bin is to be emptied, once they are full, into the allocated bins that are outside of the tool shed. 
· The ground staff is then to empty the recycling bins, once they full and see that the paper is sent for recycling. 

1.2 Biodiversity: 
To achieve our vision, we will strive to create and demarcate the garden and to use the produce for the schools feeding scheme. 
· The garden has been evaluated and audited and resources have been sent to the school from Nature Connect. 
· Once the garden layout and demarcation sticks have been created, the eco club girls along with Mr Ceasar (schools’ resident gardener) will start the garden process. 
· Every week during the eco club programme, the girls will check and water their garden. 
· Once Mr Ceasar deems its ready to harvest, the girls along with his help will harvest the vegetables.
· The harvested vegetables will be used for the feeding scheme and will be kept there. If there is an abundance of vegetables than the school will manage the excess how they see best. (ie: gift it to family of the school that is in need or a staff member) 

2. [bookmark: _Toc78192850]Management of School Grounds and the Surrounding Environment:
The Eco club will work closely with the Ground staff as well as Management of the school. 
· Garden: Mr Ceasar (both vegetable garden as well as flower garden) 
· Recycling: Mr Van Rooy and team. 
· Any infraction caused by a learner of the eco club, the eco club educators will have to manage the learner accordingly. 

3. [bookmark: _Toc78192851]Curriculum and Teaching:
All teaching and curriculum will be done by the eco club educators. The curriculum for the lessons will be printed directly from the Sustainable school’s hub.  
Gardening and recycling will be taught by the teachers and ground staff. 

4. [bookmark: _Toc78192852]Participation and Learning:

4.1 [bookmark: _Toc78192853]Learners: Only learners in the Eco club will participate in the eco club activities.
 	
4.2 [bookmark: _Toc78192854]All Staff (Teachers, Grounds staff.): Assistance of the staff is necessary and needed for school activities that are closely linked to the eco club and their SEMP of the year. 

4.3 [bookmark: _Toc78192855]Parents: Parents/ guardians of our eco club. Their assistance in allowing their children to participate in school-based environmental activities as well as action day activities, which take place outside of the school. For action day activities, parents are responsible to drop and fetch their child at the respective place if transport is not provided by the school. Parents are to ensure that their learners is fetched timeously after the eco club programme and action days.  

4.4 [bookmark: _Toc78192856]Other Schools (Pre-Primary, Primary, Secondary): In the future, the plan is to connect with schools in the area that also participate in the Sustainable schools and Nature connect, to discuss ideas and possibly have joint action days. 

4.5 [bookmark: _Toc78192858]Local Businesses: donations and resources from outside companies other than: Nature Connect, Sustainable schools or WESSA are welcome and will have to be discussed and communicated with the club’s coordinator (Mrs Coordom (nee Willenberg)).  
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